Following the recent occurrence of Lagocephalus sceleratus (Gmelin, 1789) in the Mediterranean Sea, our findings reveal that the species is now very common along the Levant coasts of Turkey. A specimen was recently captured in Izmir Bay (Aegean Sea), representing its north-westernmost occurrence in the Mediterranean. The species has a potential risk to humans, since it contains tetrodotoxin (TTX) that maybe a source for food poisoning.
The silverstripe blaasop, Lagocephalus sceleratus (Gmelin, 1789) , is a recent IndoPacific originated fish, known by a few records in the Mediterranean Sea. It was first collected during February 2003 from Gökova Bay (southern Aegean Sea, Turkey) (Akyol et al. 2005) , and on November 2004 from Jaffa along the Israeli coast (Golani and Levy 2005) . We here report the first occurrence of L. sceleratus along the Levantine and northern Aegean coasts of Turkey.
On 18 September 2004, a single specimen (389 mm in total length and 349 mm in standard length) of silverstripe blaasop, Lagocephalus sceleratus, was captured from Kemer -Antalya coast (Antalya Bay, eastern Mediterranean Sea) by trammel-nets over a sandy bottom at a depth of 30 m. Another specimen (498 mm in total length and 477 mm in standard length) was speared from Hekim Island -Izmir Bay (Corsini et al. 2005 , Golani et al. 2006 . Only S. pachygaster is of tropical Atlantic origin, the rest have entered the Levantine basin via the Suez Canal. The rapid population increase of L. sceleratus along the Turkish coast and its spread into the Aegean, repeats a spread pattern previously observed for L. suezensis (Bilecenoglu et al. 2002) .
Lagocephalus sceleratus is found in the Red Sea and the tropical Indian and Pacific Oceans. Following its first occurrence in the Mediterranean in February 2003 (Akyol et al. 2005) , no any additional specimens were collected until the early autumn of 2004, despite extensive surveys off the Turkish Levant shores. By the first half of 2005, artisanal fishermen (especially of Gökova Bay) reported catching the species frequently with gill-nets. Similarly, off the Levantine coast several scuba divers observed the species in Antalya Bay (Figure 2 ). There were instances of fishermen attempting to market large L. sceleratus specimens (>30 cm total length) in regional fishing ports (L. Konuk, pers. comm.) . Like other alien pufferfishes inhabiting the Mediterranean, the silverstripe blaasop contains tetrodotoxin (TTX) that may cause food poisoning. Two cases of poisoning of persons who had consumed this fish were reported from Israel and Lebanon (Golani et al. 2006) .
